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the HERE is no Charafter mote frequently 
tt given to a Writer, than that of being a 
Genius. I have heard many a little 
, Sonneteer called a fine Genius. There is 
bin Heroick Scribler in the Nation, that has not 
Eidmirers who think him a great Genius 5 and as 
our Smatterers in Tragedy, there is fcarce a 


e+ iho is not cried up by.one or o- 
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' My Defignin this Paper is to confider what is 
k y a great Genius, and to throw fome 
ts together cn fo uncommon a Subject. 


ong great Genius’s, thofe few draw the Ad- 
ae ration Ay all the World upon them, and ftand 
WEE Puthe Prodigies of Mankind, who by the meer 
Ameogth of natural Parts, and without any Af- 
ie ftitnce of Art or Learning, have prodaced Works 
ie Oa were the Delight of their own Times and the 

bom Meader of Pofterity. .There appears fomcethin 
nobly wild and exttia ant in thele great natura 
Uetius’s, that is\infinitely more beautiful than all 
BR Torn and Polifhing of what the French call a Bel 
“a de by which they would exprefs a ‘Genius re- 
fined by Converfatidt, Refletion, and the Read- 
-ig.of the: moft polite Authors. The greateft Ge- 


it kind of "TinGture from them, and falls unavoidably 


Ho Imitation. ue? 
sg 3 Mi 


found amo 


he has innumerable Flights that Virgil 
{Wasnt able to reach, and in the-Old Teftament 
Wefind {everal Paflages more elevated and fublime 
(than any-in Homer. At the fame Time that we allow 
n\gtéater and: more daring Genius to the Ancients, 
/WEmult own that the greateft of ‘theny very much 
iled in, of, if you will, that they were very much 


" great man 
‘ the Sun o 


‘nits that runs through the Arts and: Sciences, takes a - 


thofe of the more Eaftern Parts of the * 


above the Nicety and Correétnefs of the Moderns, 
In their Similitudes and Allufions, provided there 
was a Likencfs; they. did not much trouble them- 
felves about the Decency of the Comparifon : Thus 
Solomon refembles. the Nofe of his Beloved to 
the Tower of Libanon which looketh toward 
Damafeus ; as the Coming of a Thief in the 
Night is a Similitude of the fame Kind in the 
Mew: Teflament. It would be endlefs to make 
Colle&tions of this Nature : Homer illuftrates one 
of his Heroes encompafied with the Enemy, by an 
Afs in a Field of Corn that has his Sides belabour- 
ed by all the Boys of the Village without ftirring a 
Foot for it ; a another of them toffing to and 
froin his Bed, and burning with Refentment, to a 
Piece of Flefh broiling on the Coals.» This parti- 
cular Failure in the Ancients, opens 2 large Field of 
Raillery tothe little Wits, who can laugh at an In- 
decency but not relifh the Sublime in thefe Sorts of 
Writings. ‘The prefent Emperor of Perfia; confor- 
mable to this Eaftern way of Thinking, amidft a 
ompous Titles, denominates himfelf 
lory and the Nutmeg of Delight, In 
fhort, to cut off all Cavelling againft the Ancients, 
and particularly thofe of the warmer Climates, who 
had moft Heat and Life in their Imaginations, we 


_ are so confider that the Rule of obferving what the 


French call the Bien feance in an Allufion, has been 
found out of ‘latter Years and in the colder Regi- 
ops of the World ; where we would make fome A- 


‘ *. * mends for our want of Force.and Spirit, by a fcru- 
® Many of thefe great natural Genius’s that were ye a 
ever diftiplined and broken by Rules of Art, are \' 
the Ancients, and in particular 


og Nicety and Exaétnefs in our Compofitions. 


‘Qur Countryman Shakefpear was a remarkable In- 
ftance of this firtt kind of great Genius’s. 


_I cannot quit this Head without obferving that 
Pindar was a great Genius of the firft Claf%, who 
was hurried on by a natural Fire and Impetuofity \ 
to vaft Conceptions of things, and noble Sallies of 
Imagination. At the fame time, can any thing be 
miore ridiculous than for Men of a fober and mode. 
rate Fancy to imitate this Poet’s Way of Writing 

in 











ih thdfe monftrous Compofitions which go among 
us under the Name of Pindaricks 2 When I fee 
People copying Works, which, as Horace has repre- 
fented them, are fingular in their Kind and inimi- 
table; when I fee Men following. Irregularities 
by Rule, and by the’ little Tricks of Art ftrain- 
ing after the molt unbounded Flights of Nature, 
I cannot but apply to them that Paffige in Te- 
rence. 


——incerta hee fi tu poftules 
Ratione certa facere, nihilo pins Zt) 
Quam fi des operam, ut cum raitone infania, 


In fhort amodern pindarick Writer compared with 
Pindar, is like a Sifter among the Cam:/ars compared 
with Virgil’s Sybil : There isthe Drtiortion, Gri- 
mace, and outward Figure, but nothing of that di- 
vine Impulfe which rasies the Mind above its felf, 
and makes the Sounds more than humane. 


The fecond Clafs of great Genius’s are thofe that 
have formed themfelves by Rules, and fubmitted 
the Greatnefs of their natural Talents to the Cor- 
rections and Reftraints of Art. Such among the 
Greeks were Picto and Ariftotle, among the Romans 
Virgil anc. Tully, among the Englifh Milton and Sir 
Francis Bacon. The Genius in both thefe Claffes 
of Authors may be equally great, but fhews itfelf 
in a different Manner. Inthe firft it is like arich 


Soil in a happy Climate, that produces a whole - 


Wildernefs of noble Plants rifing in a thoufand 
beautiful. Landfkips without any certain Order or 
‘Regularity. Inthe other it is the fame rich Soil 
sok the fame happy Climate, that has been laid 
out in Walks on Dasanien, and cut into Shape 
and Beauty by the Skill of the Gardener. 


The great Danger in thefe latter kind af Geo. 
nius’s, is, leaft they cramp their own Abilities too 
much by Imitation, and form themfelvés altogether 
upon Models, without giving the full Play to their 
own natural Parts. An Imitation of the beft Au- 
thors, is not to compare with a good Original 5 and 
»I believe we may obferve that very few Writers 
make .an ggtraordinary Figure in the World, who 
have not forhething in their Way of thinking or 
exprefling themfelves that is peculiar to them and 
entirely their own. It is odd to confider what great 
Genius’s are fomctimes thrown away uponT rifles. 


I once faw a Shepherd, fays a famous Italian 
Author, that ufed to ane himfelf in his Solitudes 
with toffing up Eggs and catching them again 
without breaking them: In which he had arrived 
to fo great a Degree of Perfcétion, that he would 
keep up four at a2 Time for feveral Minutes toge- 
ther playing ia the Air, and falling into his Hand 
by Turns. I think, fays the Author, I never faw 
- 2a’ ereater Severity than in this Man’s Face ; for by 
his wonderful Perfeverance and Application, he had 
contracted the Seriouinefs and Seat | of a Privy- 
- Counfellour ; and I could not but reflect with my 
felf, that the fame Affiduity and Attention had they 
been sightly applied, would have made him a greater 
Mathematician than “rchimedes. 


- fiores cll inwa: 


_ under $t .Dunftan’s Church, in tleetftreet, 


Loft the 28th of Auguft,; 1711, 4 fine colo’ 
Ruy ferin a Ring, with 13 (mau Brilliznts round it. ly ‘ 
be fold, pawn'd, orvalu’d you are defir’s to tho: it, and te 
tice to Mr. Seamer Goldfmth in Flect-ftreer, aid you thal 
Guinea Reward; if already bought your Money avain with ‘ 

Juft-Rubis: u, — 

A Speech for D--—f@ Younger of Arnifloy) : 
he thoulu be impeach’d of H---it Ts-- os tor whee he tid me 
bout the Pretender’s Mecal lately f.nt 4o the Faculty of ant ‘ 
at Edinburgh. Printed for J. Beker in Pacer-nofter. Row hiteay 
, 3 


Some Remarks upon a Letter entituled, 
prefent Siate of Trinity-Coliege in Cambridge, writt.nny pi 
Bentley, D. D. now Mafter of the f.id Colleve, to the Ri, Pa 
trend John Lord Bihhop of Ely ; with fome ‘Remarks alse 
Preface, pretended to be written by a Gentlemen of the Fe 
By Mr. Miller Fellow of the College. Printed for John Monk! 
near Starioner’s-Hall ; where may be had a true Gopy of the! - 
cles againft Dr. Bentley, together with the College Statute de a. 
tone Magiftri; and feveral other Claufes of Statutes wid a 
rences to the Articles, ; uy 


: Several Orations of Demofthenes to enco, 
the Athesians to oppofe the exorbitant Power of Philin «: 
don. Englith’d from the Greek by fevers! of “te mai 
~ angel — 2 =: > Hiftorical Preface of Mant 
reul, Printed for Jacob Tonfon at Shak: {peay’, ; 
Catherine-firest in the Strand. mee inet aa 


’ 4 » 

Fontenelle’s Dialogues of the Dead, in Three 
Parts. I. Dialogues of the Ancients; il. The Ancients with 
Moderns; MIL.-The Moderns. Tranflated from the French ly 7 
John Hughes. With a Reply to fome Remarks in a Critique s 
the Judgment of Pluto, &c. and two original Dialogues, Pr; aid 


we , ted 
~ ns _— at Shekefpear’s Head again Catherine-frcer ra 













































The Dutch Gardener : or, the Compleat Flori 
Gontaining the woft fuccefsful Method of Cultivating all Sor qf 
Flowers; the Planting, Drefling and Pruning of all Marae g 
Fruit-Trees : Together with a particular Account of the Nurfing rf 
ponaen and Orange Trees in Northern Climates. Written in Dud 

y Henry Van Oo! en, the Leiden Gardener. Tranflated into % 
glifh. The 2d Edition, with great Amendments. Pzi:.ted for | 
Midwinter at the 3 Crowns in St. Paul's Church-yard. 

Ju& Publit’d, 

_ The great Abufe of Mofick. Intwo Parts: Con: 
tainining, An Account of the Ufe and Defien of Mufick amon} 
antient Jews, Greeks, Romans, and others ; with their Ce ncera ty 
and Care vo prevent the Abufe thereof; And alfo an Account of 
Immortality and Prophanenefs which is occafioned by the Corrupiy 
Sf. "het mee noble, Scicnes. inthe, Defiy olmec.RY Arrhundeey 
Wryat at the Rofe in St. Paul’s Church. yard. 


Angelick Snuff: The moft noble Compofitionis 
the World, removing all manner of Diforders of the Head ag 
Brain, eafing the molt excruciating Pain in a Moment ; taking 
ali swimming or Giddinels proceeding from Vapours, &c. .a'fo Drow 
fine{s, Sleepinefs and other lethargick Effects, pertectly curing De 
nefs tb Adiniration, and all Humours or Sorenels in the Eyes, & 
firength’ning them when weak , certainly cures Catarrhs, or Def 
ons of Rheum, and remedies the Tooth-ach inftantly ; is excel 
beneficial in Apopledtick Fits and Falling-Sicknets, and afluredly 
vents thofé Diltempers; corrchorates the Brain, comforts tb 
Nerves, and revives the Spirits, Its admirable Efficacy in all tee 
bove-mention’d Difeafes has been experienc’d above a 
times, and very jaftly caufes it to be elteem’d the moft benchal 
Snuff in the World, being good for all forts of Perfons,  Price'1s a 
Paper, with Direttions, Sold only at Mr. = Toythop at the 
Angel and Crown in St, Paul’s Church-yard near Cheapfide, 

Confumptions of all forts radically Cured,by a famms 
Elivir peculiarly invented fer that Difeafe ; its wonderful Efftay 
Jugicicutly explodes the Erronieus Opinion, that Confumptions are ie 
curatle, fiuce it abfelutely retrieves the Paticnt, though reduld ws 
meer SkeUeton;, quickly takes off all tbe Symptoms, as Cough, Hoag. 
nefs,¥ beafin , Shortne|s of Breath, Pain or Weight in the Bred, fpi- 
ting of Blood, forenefs of the Stomach, Throat or Wind-pipe; ajo Ce 
tarrbs or Defluxions of fharp Rbume, and all Priftcal end Aflac 
Affetts, Heé&ick. Feaver, pened cures all internal Ulcets te 

Wafiings, Weaknefs and decay of Nature, 
Balfamic and Strengtbning beyond Comparifon ; it nell —~ 
the firft Principle, or caufe of Confidnptions, redifying the Di 
of Stomach and firft Paflages, creating an Appetite, procuiing 4 ged 
Digejiion, reducing tbe vicious Ferment of the Blood and juices, or 
retiing tke Acrid Salts that erode the Lungs, certainly healing Uke 
thercin, and infallibly curing all forts of Confimptions, tho meet, 
bad, in avery fhort time to a Miracle, Price 3s, 6 d..a Bole 
Direftions, . Said only at Mr, Osborn’s Toypbop at the Rofe aa Crm 





LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britam, and 


Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are taken in; 
* as alfo by Charles Lillie, Perfumer , at the Corner of Beauford-Buidng 


the Strand. 





at 
orth y 
¢ He 
‘7k Di 


“hare { 
‘ molt P 
4 dcatio 
tof the 
*bourit 
ed wit 
* both 
"Nels 
athe 
‘whol 
‘and ¢ 
‘ deav 
* wher 
"ton 
Self 
brea 
* fome 


(fort 























¥ 
aL 





I 


y‘ 


obfe 


‘ably 
 his¢ 
‘and 


© eng 


